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I was taken t<j the head of the Department and this
officer the moment he saw me received me with
marked courtesy and, as if instantly perceiving the
mess his subordinate had made in detaining me,
said he was sorry that I was put to all that incon-
venience, but the regulations were strict on the
point and they had to do their duty. " Assuredly/'
I put in, " but there are ways and ways of doing one's
duty. From the way your subordinate has of con-
ducting himself towards strangers, one would almost
suppose your state-regulations were above all strict
on the point of discourtesy." He smiled and handed
me his card, and that, he said, would see me through
whenever I chose to enter the States. He then talked
of the Parsees and their religion and said he had a
Parsee friend in Victoria and would have been
delighted to make my further acquaintance had I
stayed longer in Victoria. Fortunately, when I
returned to my -hotel I found there a few of my
touring-friends in whose company time passed
pleasantly enough: but that night and the follow-
ing day my mind constantly went back to the
unpleasant incident of the afternoon. I had before
then discussed with several Canadians and Americans
their immigration laws. The latter with one voice
denounced the indiscriminate use that was made of
their States' legislation on the subject and said that
an Aryan, whatever his colour or creed may be, was
welcome to the States, but they drew the line at the
Chinese and the Negroes, because the former could
not take to American ways and some of their habits